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Marilyn Sheldon, Director 
Tulalip Tribes Charitable Contributions 
RE:  Q4 2022 14.2 Report 
 
Dear Marilyn, 
 
Thank you and the entire team for supporting the 2023 Students of Color Career Conference.  We put 
the conference on hold for the past three years and are pleased that we were able to welcome students 
and panelist back to campus this year. 
 
The following text from the college’s press office was circulated, and it captures the event’s highlights 
quite well, including photos from the event.  We were pleased to have the Quil Ceda Tulalip Elementary 
Dancers perform in the opening ceremony – the young people represented their community well. 
 
More than 1,200 middle and high school students from western Washington learned about college and 
career options at Everett Community College’s Students of Color Career Conference on March 23. 
In the first conference since 2019, 106 professionals shared about their college and career experiences, 
36 EvCC students moderated panel discussions, and 85 volunteers directed students and served 
thousands of slices of pizza. 
 

 
Students attend Everett Community College's 18th annual Students of Color Career Conference in the 
Walt Price Fitness Center on March 23.  
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Some professionals returned during the conference's 18th year after first attending as students, like 
Rilee Louangphakdy. 
 
“I remember coming to this same conference in eighth grade and remembering how validating it felt to 
be in a room with other students like me,” said Louangphakdy, an EvCC graduate who now works as a 
Communications Specialist at the City of Marysville. “What an honor to be one of many panelists.” 
Students watched performances by Quil Ceda Tulalip Elementary School Dancers, Everett High School’s 
Latino Dance Group, and Seattle Steel Pan Project, and heard a keynote speech by Tony Nabors, owner 
and principal consultant of Racial Equity Insights. 
 

 
Keynote speaker Tony Nabors, an advocate for diversity, equity and inclusion education, interacts with 
students March 23 at Everett Community College's 18th annual Students of Color Career Conference. 
 
 
First held in 2003, the Students of Color Career Conference was the idea of former EvCC accounting 
instructor Bill Reed, who remains part of the planning committee, in response to changing 
demographics, education trends and the economic impact of earning a college degree. The 2020 U.S. 
Census showed that Snohomish County is becoming more diverse, with the number of residents of color 
increasing 82% between 2010 and 2020, while the number of white residents declined 2%. 
 
In Washington state, 83% of white students graduate from high school in four years, while Native 
American, Black, Hispanic, Pacific Islander, and multiracial students had lower graduation rates, 
according to the state’s Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction’s 2017-18 graduation and dropout 
statistics annual report. Students of color are also less likely to make the transition from high school to 
college or the trades. 
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Rashawn Smith speaks with high school students about his career as an automotive instructor while EvCC 
student Nicolas Vera Mora (left), City of Marysville communication specialist Rilee Louangphakdy, and 
EvCC interim president Darrell L. Cain (right) look on. 
 
 
“The conference is a way to motivate and empower middle and high school students of color to dream 
big and/or expand their dreams, see firsthand role models in charge of programming, meet 
professionals from a variety of career tracks, and, equally important, believe continuing education is 
possible for them,” Reed said. 
 
Support from our neighbors and friends made this possible – thank you! 
 
 
John Olson 
Everett Community College Foundation 
www.everettcc.edu/foundation 
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