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Tulalip Charitable Contributions Funds Distribution Report

NAME OF AGENCY: LAW Advocates
DATE OF AWARD: 2016 Q3
ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 937, Bellingham, WA 98227
CONTACT: (360)671-6079, https://www.lawadvocates.org

GENERAL GOALS: LAW Advocates assists people with low income in a
variety of legal matters.

SPECIFIC USE FOR THIS AWARD:

This award went to supporting programs and operational expenses.
For more information please read the attached report from LAW Advocates.

disclaimer: These reports are at times summaries of content provided by the recipient, not always complete quoted material.



Providing access to justice for low-income Whatcom County residents since 1987

November 13, 2017

Tulalip Tribes Charitable Contributions
8802 27t Avenue N.E.
Tulalip, WA 98271-9694

Sent via email to:
Marilyn Sheldon, Director
msheldon@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov

Re: 2017 Grant to LAW Advocates Domestic Violence Parenting Plan Clinic—Closing Report
Grant No. Q3 2016 14.2

Dear Marilyn:

On behalf of our clients, staff and board of directors, | thank you again for awarding us a grant
of ko help support our Domestic Violence Parenting Plan Clinic. For reasons of
confidentiality and safety of our clients, we cannot share photographs of our clients or
program activities. However, | can share with you the news that thanks to your generous
contribution we have been able to open 72 new cases in the clinic so far this year and have
closed 34 cases. Those numbers will increase in the last couple of months of the year, and this
will have been one of our busiest years for the program.

As described in our grant application, the clinic assists domestic violence victims who need to
establish court-ordered parenting plans to protect themselves and their children. This
program includes both regular workshops to educate people about the general process
involved in securing a parenting plan, and one-on-one attorney assistance in our office for
those needing it. Our contract attorney and volunteer staff help clients draft pleadings and
prepare to present their cases in court.

The clients of this clinic face some of the most desperate situations we see in our office. They
and their children often are under active abuse from their spouses/partners, lack financial
resources to cover basic needs, and may be on the verge of homelessness. Fortunately, our
DV attorney, staff and volunteer attorneys and non-attorneys are available to get legal
protections in place and to refer the clients to other services of our organization and to other
organizations in the community, which provide domestic violence counseling, safe housing,

and other critical assistance.
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Board of Directors

Lisa M, Keeler, Chair
Carmichael Clark

Karen Phillips, Vice-Chair
Coppinger Carter P.S.

Bryan Page, Secretary
Carmichael Clark

Alan Knutson, Treasurer
Larson Gross

Rajeev Majumdar,
Immediate Past Chair
Roger L, Ellingson

Betsy Brinson, Past Chair
Attorney at Law

James E, Britain
Britain & Vis, PLLC

Kellly Owen
Northwest Justice Project

Qlivia Burkland
Barron Smith Daugert, PLLC

Mary Kay Robinson
Windermere

Mary Ellen Shields
Physician

Junga Subedar
Attorney at Law

David Brown
Whatcom County Bar Assn.

Ziad |, Youssef
Law Offices of Ziad I. Youssef PLLC

Kirsten Barron, Advisory Member
Barron Smith Daugert, PLLC

Dennis Williams, Advisory Member
Barron Smith Daugert, PLLC

Robin Muilins, Advisory Member
4% Comner Network

Scot Swanson, Advisory Member
Belcher Swanson, PLLC

Staff

Michaél Heatherly
Executive Director

Nikki D'Onofrio
Programs Manager/ Deputy Director

David Henken
Staff Attomey

Bemadette Zuzarte
Office Manager & Accounting
Technician

Dani Turley
Programs Assistant




Please pass along our thanks to everyone involved in providing us this grant. Your contribution
was integral to furthering our mission of providing civil legal assistance to the residents of our
community regardless of their ability to pay.

Sincerely,

Michael Heatherly
Executive Director
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