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Funds Distribution Report

Recipient Organization:
Page Ahead Children’s Literacy Program
Address:
1130 NW 85th St
Seattle, WA 98117

Contact:
(206) 461-0123
https://pageahead.org

Organization’s General Goals:
Guided by the fact that literacy is essential to lifelong success, Page Ahead 
provides new books and develops reading activities that empower at-risk 
children.

Date of Award:	 Level:
2024 Q4	 $2,501 to $5,000

For more information, please read the attached report from 
Page Ahead Children’s Literacy Program.
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1130 NW 85th Street ⋅⋅ Seattle, Washington
98117 

   206.461.0123   fax 206.461.7370   
www.pageahead.org 

November 6, 2025 

Marilyn Sheldon 
Tulalip Tribes Charitable Contributions 
8802 27th Ave NE 
Tulalip, Washington 98271-9694 

Dear Ms. Sheldon, 

Page Ahead is honored to have had your partnership over this last school year to help students 
furthest from educational justice become stronger readers. Thank you to the Tulalip Tribes for your 
support of Page Ahead.  Here is a report on our activities for last year. 

Grant details 
Amount:  
Code: Q4 2024 14.2 
Date awarded: April 2025 
Project funded: Book Up Summer 

Completed project summary 
Book Up Summer is a three-year program delivered to 
kindergarten, first and second grade students at elementary 
schools in majority low-income communities.  Students select 12 
new books from a special book fair at their schools in the late 
spring to keep and read over and over again during the long 
summer break. Book Up Summer is based on proven research 
that shows when you give kids the chance to pick free, brand-
new books for summer reading at book fairs, they are less likely 
to experience the “summer slide” of learning loss. 

Through Book Up Summer, Page Ahead gave 23,638 
Washington students 299,636 books for their home libraries in 
2024-25.  

Students choosing new books for summer reading 
at Pathfinder Elementary. 
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Because of funding like yours, Book 
Up Summer served as a crucial 
pipeline of high-interest reading 
materials for many children who 
otherwise had extremely limited or no 
access to new books. Christine 
Ballard, a teacher at Cedar Valley 
Elementary in Edmonds, captured the 
program’s beneficial impact well: 
“About half my students come from a 
demographic that doesn't have books 
in their home.  But at the beginning of 
kindergarten if they have older 
siblings who participated in Book Up 
Summer, those students are not 
holding a book for the first time when 
they start kindergarten and they have 
been read to by their older siblings.” 

Evaluation results 
The Department of Education–funded study on which Book Up Summer is based demonstrates that 
three years of program participation are necessary to show significant reading progress. According to 
2024 Seattle Public Schools test data, Book Up Summer students demonstrated an average 
improvement in reading skill of 2.1% over the summer.  Since students from majority low-income 
communities typically slide back in the summer, to see them actually gaining reading skill is exciting 
and a powerful endorsement of our work and this summer-reading model. 

 We also use surveys as an evaluation resource. Each school that participates in Book Up Summer is 
invited to complete an evaluation on how the 
program worked, what improvements they suggest, 
and what they observe from the results of the 
program; 96 percent of teachers responding to our 
survey in spring 2025 agreed that Book Up Summer 
helps to build a culture of reading for their 
students' families, 98 percent agreed that it makes 
a positive impact on their students' attitudes 
toward reading and fosters engagement with 
reading, and 99 percent agreed it increases their students' access to books in the home. 

We also ask our school partners to send surveys to their families. In spring 2025, 96 percent of families 
responded that Book Up Summer increased their family time spent reading together; 76 percent also 
reported that their child read more than before they participated in Book Up Summer. 

“Many students were beyond excited to select 
books and take them home! When I sent home 
additional books (not from Page Ahead) later 

they told me ‘We can add these to our libraries!’ 
In the past I hadn't heard any of my students 

refer to home libraries. This was really 
special.”—Anjana Picha, educator, 
Olivia Park Elementary, Mukilteo 
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