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Final Report:  

2017 Tulalip Tribes Charitable Contributions Fund Grant (Q4 2016 14.2) 

Organization Name:     Sightline Institute 
 

Mailing Address:     1402 Third Ave. Suite 500, Seattle, WA  98101  
 

Phone/website:      (206) 447-1180 / www.sightline.org 
 

Contact:     Eric de Place 
Policy Director 
eric@sightline.org 

 

Grant Amount & Award Date:   – March 15, 2017 
 

Project Title:   The Thin Green Line: Preventing Northwest Fossil Fuel 
Exports 

 www.sightline.org/research/thin-green-line 

 
Total Number of Individuals Impacted: > 400,000 (Sightline’s work aims to benefit all 

communities in the Pacific Northwest. The exact number of people is difficult to calculate, as we are not 

a direct service organization.  Sightline currently reaches over 408,000 individuals through our website 

alone, and over 59,000 receive our emails or follow our work through social media. Our project work on 

coal exports and crude oil-by-rail is also used by the Power Past Coal and Stand Up to Oil campaigns and 

other allies to reach their own audiences. Sightline also serves to support a large network of 

organizations and individuals working on the long-term health of our region, helping to maximize our 

combined impact.) 

Project Report: 
In 2017, the Charitable Contributions Fund Grant from the Tulalip Tribes continued to support in-depth 

research and analysis of new proposals for large-scale fossil-fuel projects in the Northwest. Our work in 

collaboration with Northwest Tribes and First Nations continues to deepen, including participation in the 

Coast Salish Gathering and Lummi Totem Pole Journey and research support in opposition to the Dakota 

Access and Trans Mountain Pipelines.  

At a time when climate change poses increasingly dire threats to communities around the world—

including here at home—the work to eliminate the regional threat posed by fossil fuel exports counts as 

among the most vital environmental and social justice priorities in the Pacific Northwest. In partnership 

with Climate Solutions, STAND.earth, the Lummi Nation, the Quinault Indian Nation, the Tulalip Tribes! - 

and others, we have been able to leverage our reputation and deepen our impact. Funding from the 

TTCC Fund in 2017 has helped us hold the Thin Green Line strong. Articles and reports that we have 

produced over the past year that have bolstered the case against fossil fuel projects include: 

http://www.sightline.org/
http://www.sightline.org/research/thin-green-line


Northwest Coal Exports: The End Is Nigh 

Fierce public opposition and financial disarray 

sank the coal industry's export ambitions. 

Jan 5, 2017 

 

How Northwest Communities Are 

Stopping Fossil Fuel Projects Before They 

Start 

Local governments are making the Thin Green 

Line a reality. 

Jan 12, 2017 

 

Would the Dakota Access Pipeline Help Canadian Oil Producers? 

The big winner from Trump's energy policy could be Canada's dirty oil industry. 

Jan 27, 2017 

 

154,000 Barrels of Crude-by-Rail Each Day to 

Puget Sound 

What Washington’s new report tells us about Northwest 

oil trains. 

Jan 31, 2017 

 

Did Trump Just Kill a Northwest Oil-By-Rail 

Project? 

The administration's pipeline mania could wreak havoc 

on NW oil-by-rail plans. 

Feb 6, 2017 

Fighting Fossil Fuels at the Local Level 

American communities weather challenges to protect themselves from oil and gas corporations. 

Feb 7, 2017 

 

The No DAPL Movement: New Shapes, New Fronts 

Looking to Standing Rock’s future, and imagining one day without oil. 

Feb 16, 2017 

 

Cloud Peak Retreats from Coal Exports 

This is the way coal exports end: not with a bang but a whimper. 

Mar 6, 2017 

 

Liquefied Natural Gas: Coming to a Rail Line Near You? 

The latest profit scheme for America’s “pipeline on rails.” 

Mar 7, 2017 

http://www.sightline.org/2017/01/05/northwest-coal-exports-the-end-is-nigh/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/01/12/how-northwest-communities-are-stopping-fossil-fuel-projects-before-they-start/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/01/12/how-northwest-communities-are-stopping-fossil-fuel-projects-before-they-start/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/01/12/how-northwest-communities-are-stopping-fossil-fuel-projects-before-they-start/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/01/27/would-the-dakota-access-pipeline-help-canadian-oil-producers/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/01/31/154000-barrels-of-crude-by-rail-each-day-to-puget-sound/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/01/31/154000-barrels-of-crude-by-rail-each-day-to-puget-sound/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/02/06/did-trump-just-kill-a-northwest-oil-by-rail-project/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/02/06/did-trump-just-kill-a-northwest-oil-by-rail-project/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/02/07/fighting-fossil-fuels-at-the-local-level/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/02/16/the-no-dapl-movement-new-shapes-new-fronts/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/03/06/cloud-peak-retreats-from-coal-exports/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/03/07/liquefied-natural-gas-coming-to-a-rail-line-near-you/


Maps: The 20 LNG Proposals 

Vying for BC’s Shores 

A new Sightline report details the 

potential for liquefied natural gas to 

take hold in British Columbia. 

Mar 8, 2017 

 

A Victory for Coal Mine 

Cleanup 

Are we approaching the end of self-

bonding? 

Mar 9, 2017 

 

BC’s ‘Wild West of Political 

Cash’ Fuels a Fossil Fuel Frenzy 

A new report counts the coal, oil, and 

gas dollars influencing British 

Columbia’s political leaders. 

Mar 14, 2017 

 

BC Wants to Produce Four Times as Much LNG as World’s Largest Exporter 

Are province’s LNG dreams unreasonable? 

Mar 15, 2017 

 

Who Should Pay for Tacoma’s Last Big Cleanup? 

The polluter responsible is trying to wriggle off the hook. 

Mar 22, 2017 

 

Coal Exports: After the Crash, Now What? 

Souring Asian markets have killed export projects and put export-oriented mines in jeopardy. 

Apr 6, 2017 

 

Is Canadian Tar Sands Pipeline Pointing to Tacoma? 

Kinder Morgan’s expansion plans would put central Puget Sound in harm’s way. 

Apr 10, 2017 

 

Northwest Coal Terminals’ Last Stand 

Many tons of coal dust would escape from the proposed Millennium Bulk Terminal on the Columbia 

River—far more than estimated in the draft environmental impact statement for the project. 

Apr 17, 2017 

 

http://www.sightline.org/2017/03/08/maps-the-20-lng-proposals-vying-for-british-columbia-shores/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/03/08/maps-the-20-lng-proposals-vying-for-british-columbia-shores/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/03/09/a-victory-for-coal-mine-cleanup/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/03/09/a-victory-for-coal-mine-cleanup/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/03/14/bcs-wild-west-of-political-cash-fuels-a-fossil-fuel-frenzy/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/03/14/bcs-wild-west-of-political-cash-fuels-a-fossil-fuel-frenzy/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/03/15/bc-wants-to-produce-four-times-as-much-lng-as-worlds-largest-exporter/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/03/22/who-should-pay-for-tacomas-last-big-clean-up/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/04/06/coal-exports-after-the-crash-now-what/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/04/10/is-canadian-tar-sands-pipeline-pointing-to-tacoma/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/04/17/northwest-coal-terminals-last-stand/


Fracked Fuel Exports Come to 

Whatcom County 

Expanded Cherry Point terminal draws 

risky propane trains into the Northwest. 

Apr 25, 2017 

 

Trains Moved Over 140,000 Barrels 

of Oil Daily through Washington 

This Winter 

New Department of Ecology report details 

crude-by-rail movement for the first quarter 

of 2017. 

May 2, 2017 

 

Coal Exports: The End Game Unfolds 

A tumultuous week brought nothing but bad news for Northwest coal exports. 

May 3, 2017 

 

Were Fossil Fuel Exports the Big Loser in BC’s Election? 

No matter the outcome, some fossil fuel exporters will face bitter disappointments. 

May 10, 2017 

 

The Tar-Sands Threat to Northwest Waters 

Massive increases in marine transport of tar sands crude could easily lead to submerged oils in the Salish 

Sea. 

May 22, 2017 

 

LNG ‘Giants of the Sea’ Headed 

for BC Waters 

More than 3,400 large tankers would 

crisscross BC’s iconic Pacific Coast. 

May 23, 2017 

 

An Oil Pipeline Expansion in 

Washington? 

New evidence that Kinder Morgan may 

double its Whatcom and Skagit route. 

Jun 5, 2017 

 

Another Columbia River Oil Trains Proposal 

And a chance for the public to stop it. 

Jun 7, 2017 

http://www.sightline.org/2017/04/25/fracked-fuel-exports-come-to-whatcom-county/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/04/25/fracked-fuel-exports-come-to-whatcom-county/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/05/02/trains-moved-over-140000-barrels-of-oil-daily-through-washington-this-winter/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/05/02/trains-moved-over-140000-barrels-of-oil-daily-through-washington-this-winter/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/05/02/trains-moved-over-140000-barrels-of-oil-daily-through-washington-this-winter/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/05/03/coal-exports-the-end-game-unfolds/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/05/10/were-fossil-fuel-exports-the-big-loser-in-bcs-election/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/05/22/the-tar-sands-threat-to-northwest-waters/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/05/23/lng-giants-of-the-sea-headed-for-bc-waters/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/05/23/lng-giants-of-the-sea-headed-for-bc-waters/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/06/05/an-oil-pipeline-expansion-in-washington/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/06/05/an-oil-pipeline-expansion-in-washington/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/06/07/another-columbia-river-oil-trains-proposal/


 

BC’s Carbon Pollution Could Double with 

LNG Plants 

‘Clean energy’ messaging ignores scale of 

proposals. 

Jun 7, 2017 

 

Northwest Targets: Communities 

Threatened by Fossil Fuels 

A new Sightline report ranks the Northwest 

communities most threatened by fossil fuels. 

Jun 20, 2017 

 

Mapping the Thin Green Line 

Cascadia’s victories against dirty energy schemes. 

Jun 20, 2017 

 

Why Has BC’s LNG Industry Stalled? 

The political obstacles are bad, but the economic ones are far, far worse. 

Jun 28, 2017 

 

Giant LNG Project Fails in BC 

What the Petronas collapse means for Northwest gas export schemes. 

Aug 9, 2017 

 

157,000 Barrels of Crude-by-Rail per Day to Puget Sound 

Virtually all West Coast oil trains come to Washington. 

Aug 15, 2017 

 

Failure for Final Coal Export Project 

The Northwest’s Thin Green Line defeats every coal scheme. 

Sep 26, 2017 

 

Hurricane Harvey Highlights Fossil Fuel and Petrochemical 

Loopholes 

Lessons for the Northwest’s disaster preparedness. 

Oct 18, 2017 

 

Northwest Gas Projects Fuel the Fracking Beast 

Methanol, LNG, and power plants drive Canada’s gas industry. 

Oct 19, 2017 

http://www.sightline.org/2017/06/07/bcs-carbon-pollution-could-double-with-lng-plants/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/06/07/bcs-carbon-pollution-could-double-with-lng-plants/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/06/20/northwest-targets-communities-threatened-by-fossil-fuels/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/06/20/northwest-targets-communities-threatened-by-fossil-fuels/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/06/20/mapping-the-thin-green-line/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/06/28/why-has-bcs-lng-industry-stalled/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/08/09/giant-lng-project-fails-in-bc/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/08/15/157000-barrels-of-crude-by-rail-per-day-to-puget-sound/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/09/26/failure-for-final-coal-export-project/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/10/18/hurricane-harvey-highlights-fossil-fuel-and-petrochemical-loopholes/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/10/18/hurricane-harvey-highlights-fossil-fuel-and-petrochemical-loopholes/
http://www.sightline.org/2017/10/19/northwest-gas-projects-fuel-the-fracking-beast/



