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Funds Distribution Report

Recipient Organization:
The Seattle Public Library Foundation
Address:
1000 Fourth Ave 
Seattle, WA 98104

Contact:
(206) 386-4130 
https://supportspl.org

Organization’s General Goals:
Provides funding for additional resources, programs and services that take our 
library system to a new level of excellence.

Date of Award: Level:
2022 Q1 $2,501 to $5,000

For more information, please read the attached report from 
The Seattle Public Library Foundation.
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December 27, 2022

Tulalip Tribes Charitable Fund

8802 27th Avenue NE
Tulalip, WA 98271

Dear Tulalip Tribes Charitable Fund Trustees,

On behalf of The Seattle Public Library Foundation, I want to thank you for your support of 
The Seattle Public Library’s Raising A Reader program with a grant of for the 2021-22
year (code Q1 2022 14.2).

The Raising A Reader (RAR) program, a key initiative within The Seattle Public Library’s 
Youth & Family Learning Programs, works with early learning centers and home care 
providers to support low-income and immigrant families of color in building strong reading 
practices and cultures in their homes. RAR’s mission is to work with low-income families, 
especially those who do not speak English, to develop pre-reading skills and promote daily 
“book cuddling” between parents or caregivers and their children. 

The program serves as a connector between children and their families and their local library 
branches. The program encourages attending Library story times, which are offered in
English, Spanish, Somali, Chinese, and other world languages. In response to the pandemic,
story times have been offered virtually, with in-person or hybrid models now resuming.

In the 2021-22 program year, 1,119 children, ages 18 months to 5 years, participated.
Enrollment is up over last year and is continuing to increase back toward pre-pandemic 
program numbers. Ultimately, all program goals were met: books were put in the hands of 
children and families, and parents/caregivers participated in reading aloud and virtual story 
times. Materials were distributed to increase parental knowledge of child development and to 
share tips on building book sharing routines. 

This program year also saw several service enhancements. 2021 was the start of the Library’s
new partnership with Seattle Public Schools. Previously, Raising A Reader was only 
implemented in Head Start classrooms. This partnership expanded services to Seattle 
Preschool Program and Seattle Preschool Plus classrooms. 

Also this year, SPL offered virtual Spanish early learning programs for Parent-Child Plus and 
Parents As Teachers programs. These are the home visiting programs that serve our youngest 
Raising A Reader participants. These programs were facilitated in partnership with King
County Library system.

With a commitment to equity and a desire to meet the needs of every Seattleite, the Library 
strives to listen to the public and allow them to shape what services they want to see. As part 
of this commitment, parents and caregivers who participate in RAR are surveyed throughout 
the program, with follow-up calls made as needed. This year, the surveys were offered in 15 
languages, and in the 2022-23 program, the multilingual survey will be available online.

Highlights from the 2021-22 post-program survey included: 
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