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To create a more inclusive and compassionate society by promoting 
gender equity and social justice through educational programs and services 
that allows all participants to succeed in life.

We wanted attendees to understand the impact that human trafficking is having in Washington State and 
around the world. Along with recognizing this as an issue within our community, we urged attendees to 
take a stand against human trafficking. 

For more information, please see the attached report from UW Women’s Center.





 
 

Presenter Lynne Dodson speaks with conference 
attendees during networking break. 

The conference consisted of six panels covering the following diverse topics: Trade Agreements 
and Forced Migration, Voices of Survivors 
-- experiences told by survivors of human 
trafficking and forced labor, tools for social 
change, ethical sourcing, student and 
community activism, and human trafficking 
from a public health lens.  At the end of 
each panel, attendees were invited to ask 
questions. This resulted in an engaging 
dialogue between the panelists and the 
audience.  
 
See attached program for details on agenda, 
speakers and more. 
 
OUTCOMES:  
Across the board, this conference received an “excellent” ratings on evaluations.  The outcome 
includes an expansion of the conversation regarding human trafficking comprehensive of non-
sexual exploitation, heightened awareness of forced labor as a real and present issue in our 
community, knowledge of tools available for those who want to take an active stance against 
human trafficking, and an understanding of current legislation and gaps which need to be filled.  
 
Sample reflections from attendees –  

• “I learned a lot about human trafficking and realized I knew little”  
• “I really appreciate the focus on labor trafficking as I am quite unfamiliar with this issue and was 

unaware of its significant relation to international trade”  
• I appreciated the “information about how free trade agreements affect global workers, and local 

resources for trafficked individuals, and how we can influence corporations to adhere to better 
labor practices”  

• Most valuable: "Stories from the survivors highlighting the reality of what labor trafficking looks 
like in WA State.”  

 
REFLECTONS: 
This conference shed light on an ever present issue – human trafficking. We brought in multiple 
perspectives to provide attendees with a broad range of information. We wanted attendees to 
understand the impact that human trafficking is having in Washington State and around the 
world. Along with recognizing this as an issue within our community, we urged attendees to take 
a stand against human trafficking. All in all, it was a very successful conference. 
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HOSTED by: 
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

SPECIAL THANKS to:	
  

	
   	
  

	
  

 

CO-SPONSORED by:	
  
Tulalip Tribe, Seattle Human Services Department – Mayor’s Office on Domestic 
Violence and Sexual Assault (HSD-MODVSA), UW JSIS Center for Global Studies, 

Mangia Bene Catering, UW Office of the President,  
UW Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies, UW Law Global Affairs, 
West Seattle Democratic Women, Washington State Labor Council AFL-CIO, 

UW Harry Bridges Center for Labor Studies, UW Global Business Center, 
API-Chaya, JACL- Seattle, UW Student Public Health Association (SPHA), 

ASUW Women's Action Commission, Amnesty International UW, 
National Employment Law Project (NELP), Youth Ending Slavery, and 

Community-Centered Integrative Practice Concentration  
at UW School of Social Work 
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AGENDA	
  at a glance 
FRIDAY, APRIL 22ND @ UW wǝɫǝbʔaltxʷ  - INTELLECTUAL HOUSE 

8:00am - 9:00am   Check-in & Breakfast  

9:00am-9:15am   Welcoming 

9:15am - 9:30am   Human Trafficking and Forced Labor Introduction  

9:30am - 11:00am   Trade Agreements and Forced Migration  

11:00am - 11:15am   Break 

11:15am - 12:30pm   Survivors of Human Trafficking and Forced Labor  

12:30pm - 2:15pm   Tools for Social Change Panel & Lunch 

2:15pm - 3:45pm    Ethical Sourcing 

3:45pm - 4:00pm   Break 

4:00pm - 5:15pm   Student and Community Activism  

5:15pm - 5:30pm    Closing Remarks  

6:30pm - 8:00pm    Keynote Speaker @ Kane Hall Rm. 130 

 

 
	
  

SATURDAY, APRIL 23RD @ KANE HALL RM. 130 

8:00am - 9:00am    Check-in, Refreshments & Posters 

9:00am - 10:30am   Human Trafficking from a Public Health Lens 
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A LETTER	
  from co-chairs 
Dear Guests, 
 
On behalf of the University of Washington Women’s Center Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force, thank 
you for attending the 2016 Economic Growth on the Backs of Global Workers: Mapping Local Strategies 
for Global Change Conference. It has been a pleasure working with our esteemed speakers and community 
to bring to you a thought-provoking and enlightening conference. 
 
We are delighted to have the opportunity to share with you some of the ways in which we, as a 
community, can help build an infrastructure that deters human trafficking and support those who have 
been victimized.  This conference is an opportunity for us to build on the work we have done for the past 
two decades and look ahead towards how we can eradicate the industry and care for victims/survivors.  
 
Human trafficking and forced labor is a massive, complex, and pervasive industry, one that is impossible 
for a single institution to take on alone. Eradicating this trade requires a comprehensive set of initiatives 
that come from many organizations working in many sectors, each through their own and shared 
frameworks and services.  This conference is just a glimpse of how our communities can come together 
and work towards a single cause. 
 
Following this conference, please be on the lookout for the more events and research from the University 
of Washington Women’s Center including but not limited to: 
 

• conference proceedings highlighting the presentations and insights of all our presenters;  
• ethical sourcing/supply chain recommendations: from the Washington State Legislature and under 

contract with the Washington Department of Commerce, the Women’s Center is receiving proviso 
funding to conduct a research study on supply chain policies and labor practices, including the 
impact of anti-trafficking policies on market share and shareholder value, and make 
recommendations for legislation to encourage ethical sourcing practices. The Center will present its 
findings in 2017; and 

• more workshops, forums, and other activities against human trafficking. 
 
In the coming months and years, we look forward to hearing your ideas and our shared commitment 
towards this work. As all of us know, only through collective effort, action, and commitment can we 
achieve our goal of creating a world where we can all live free of human trafficking. 
 
Sincerely,   

 
 

Sutapa Basu, PhD 
Executive Director, Women’s Center 
Co-Chair, WC Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force 
University of Washington 

Hon. Velma Veloria 
Former WA State Representative (1993 – 2004) 
Co-Chair, WC Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force 
University of Washington 
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CONFERENCE	
  agenda 

FRIDAY, APRIL 22ND @ UW wǝɫǝbʔaltxʷ  - INTELLECTUAL HOUSE 

8:00 - 9:00am  Check-in & Breakfast  

9:00 - 9:15am  Welcoming 

Speaker: Iisaaksiichaa Ross B. (Apsaalooke Nation) – Tribal Liaison / Tribal Relations and Director of wǝɫǝbʔaltxʷ, Office of 
Minority Affairs and Diversity  

9:15 - 9:30am  Human Trafficking and Forced Labor Introduction   
 
Speaker: Sutapa Basu, Ph.D. – Executive Director of UW Women’s Center 

9:30 - 11:00am  Trade Agreements and Forced Migration  
 
Our increasingly global economy and subsequent international trade agreements have created a ripe environment for the 
exploitation of workers and forced migration, which leaves migrants vulnerable to human trafficking. This panel focuses 
on the push-and-pull factors of trade that support environments conducive for human trafficking.   
 
Speakers:  

• Neha Misra, J.D.- Senior Specialist for Migration and Human Trafficking at the Solidarity Center, AFL-CIO  
• Lawrence Mosqueda, Ph.D. - Professor of Political Science at Evergreen State College  
• Lynne Dodson, Ph.D.- Secretary-Treasurer of the Washington State Labor Council, AFL-CIO and Vice President, 

Washington Fair Trade Coalition  
 
Moderator: Sara R. Curran, Ph.D. – Director of Center for Studies in Demography & Ecology  
 

11:00 - 11:15am  Break 

11:15 -12:30pm  Survivors Of Human Trafficking and Forced Labor  
 
The majority of human trafficking around the world occurs in the form of non-sex labor and frequently, human trafficking 
is inclusive of physical and sexual exploitation.  Therefore, it is imperative we approach human trafficking with a broad 
lens. This panel will address causes of human trafficking from the panelist’s unique perspectives and offer suggestions for 
prevention and/or improvements to survivor services that the audience can take back to their community and legislators. 
 
Speakers: 

• Khurshida Begum  – Survivor and Founder of Ashho 
• Germelyn Pasia – Survivor and Anti-Human Trafficking Advocate 

 
Moderator: Emma Catague, Anti-Human Trafficking Advocate  


