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WHIDBEY ISLAND MARITIME HERITAGE FOUNDATION
P.O. Box 532
Coupeville, Washington 98239
www.whidbeyislandmaritimeheritagefoundation.org
www.schoonersuva.org
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Charitable Contributions Fund Report - Code: Q3 2025 14.2

This report outlines the successful completion of a project made possible through a Tulalip
Tribes Charitable Contributions Fund grant awarded to the Whidbey Island Maritime Heritage
Foundation on January 7, 2026, in the amount of [ I j il

The objective of the project was to replace personal flotation devices (life vests) that had reached
the end of their service life. The existing life vests were outdated, showed significant wear from
years of use, and had developed a persistent bilge-oil odor. In addition, grant funds were used to
purchase materials for the fabrication of ten marine comfort blankets for sailing passengers.

Eighteen new personal flotation devices were purchased to replace the outdated equipment.
Fortunately, the life vests were on sale at the time of purchase for $105 each, compared to the
budgeted estimate of $120 each. The resulting savings were applied toward replacement arming
kits for the inflatable life vests and additional materials required for the comfort blankets.

Following the purchase of fabric and supplies, a Foundation Captain volunteered approximately
12 hours to fabricate the ten comfort blankets. Designed with sewn-in storage pockets, the
blankets can be folded and used as seat cushions for passengers seated on the cabin roof during
sailing excursions.

The Schooner Suva plays a vital role in the community by providing unique maritime heritage
experiences to approximately 1,500 sailing passengers each year. In addition, nearly 1,000
visitors annually enjoy complimentary dockside tours presented by volunteer docents at the
Coupeville Wharf.
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